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STEFAN TEMMINGH (recorder)
Stefan Temmingh is part of the young generation of world-class recorder players: “Never before did recorder playing sound so effortless and so differentiated in terms of timbre and dynamics.” wrote Corriere della Sera (Milano, Italy) on his debut CD “Corelli à la mode” which was celebrated by the international music press in 2009. His second CD “The Gentleman’s Flute” was immediately nominated for the International Classical Music Awards 2011 (formerly MIDEM Awards). In 2014, his new CD “Inspired by Song” together with soprano Dorothee Mields and his ensemble “The Gentleman’s Band” will be released by SONY/dhm. Regularly, Stefan is compared to the legendary Frans Brüggen.

Stefan Temmingh comes from a Dutch-South-African family of musicians. He was born in Cape Town and now lives in Munich. There, he studied with Markus Zahnhausen as well as with Prof. Michael Schneider in Frankfurt.

As a specialist for Early Music Stefan Temmingh’s repertoire comprises the complete baroque literature for recorder. He performs internationally as a chamber musician and with his own baroque ensemble, e.g. at the Leipzig Bach Festival, the Mosel Music Festival, the Bach Weeks Thuringia, the Handel House Halle and at various festivals and concert series throughout Europe, Asia and Africa. As a soloist he plays with orchestras such as the Stuttgart Chamber Orchestra, the Brandenburg Symphony Orchestra, the Hong Kong Sinfonietta, the Cape Philharmonic Orchestra Cape Town, the Southwest German Chamber Orchestra, the Folkwang Chamber Orchestra Essen and at the Ludwigsburg Festival. He has participated in numerous recordings for CDs, radio and TV broadcasts. 
Stefan’s commitment ranges from baroque to modern music. One of his strong desires is to extend the boundaries of the recorder repertoire and he succeeds to surpass the usual stereotypes concerning his instrument. He regularly commissions recorder concertos and solo works by contemporary composers and performs premieres and concerts of new music. In 2008 he was awarded the contemporary music scholarship of the City of Munich. Since 2010 he has a lectureship at the Munich College of Music.

www.stefantemmingh.com

DOROTHEE MIELDS (soprano)

Dorothee Mields is one of the leading interpreters of 17th and 18th century music and is beloved by audiences and critics alike for her unique timbre and moving interpretations: “It is hard to think of a better specialist German Baroque soprano than Mields at the moment; her flawless tone, awareness of instrumental interplay, delivery of poetry and shapely phrasing provide nothing but undiluted pleasure.” wrote David Vickers in Gramophone in June 2013. Her flawless technique and the ethereal clarity of her voice also make her ideally suited for works by contemporary composers.

She appears regularly with the Collegium Vocale Gent, the Bach Collegium Japan, the Netherlands Bach Society, the Freiburger Barockorchester, the RIAS Kammerchor, the Orchestra of the Eighteenth Century, the L’Orfeo Barockorchester, the Lautten Compagney and the Klangforum Wien under conductors such as Stefan Asbury, Ivor Bolton, Frans Brüggen, Beat Furrer, Paul Goodwin, Philippe Herreweghe, Gustav Leonhardt, Emilio Pomárico, Hans-Christoph Rademann, Stephen Stubbs, Masaaki Suzuki and Jos van Veldhoven.

Dorothee Mields is a welcome guest at international festivals, including the Leipzig Bach Festival, the Suntory Music Foundation Summer Festival in Japan, the Boston Early Music Festival, the Flanders Festival, the Vienna Festival, the Handel Festival in Halle and the Tanglewood Festival.

A steadily growing discography with several award-winning recordings documents her artistic achievements. Recent releases of “In Darkness Let me Dwell” and “Loves Alchymie” (with Hille Perl and Lee Santana, Sony/dhm) and “Love Songs” by Purcell (with the Lautten Compagney, Carus) have received great critical acclaim. A recording of Lieder by Chopin  (with pianist Nelson Goerner) for the Fryderyk Chopin Institute Warszawa has been released in summer 2011.

In 2014, Dorothee Mields sings concerts with the Collegium Vocale Gent, the Dresdner Kammerchor and the Netherlands Bach Society. Further highlights include appearances at the Lower Saxonian Music Festival with Hille Perl, Bach’s “Christmas Oratorio” in Dresden conducted by Peter Schreier, several concerts with the Akademie für Alte Musik Berlin (Bach Cantatas BWV 199 & 202 in Italy, St. Matthew’s Passion in Berlin) and Haydn’s “The Creation” in Luxemburg with Arsys Bourgogne under the baton of Pierre Cao.
THE GENTLEMAN’S BAND (baroque ensemble):

Having started with the Tyrolian folk harp, Margret Koell (historical harp) studied the concert harp in Innsbruck, Baltimore and then in the class of Prof. Helga Storck’s at the Musikhochschule München, from where she graduated as a teacher and performer. After further studies on historical harps with Andrew Lawrence-King and Mara Galassi, she took a degree at the Accademia Internazionale della Musica in Milan. Since 2012 she teaches baroque harp at the Hochschule Hans-Eisler in Berlin. 

As principal harpist she has worked with orchestras such as the Munich Symphony Orchestra. Also, she was a member of a contemporary folk band and participated in their worldwide tours. Among others, she has worked with outstanding artists like Meredith Monk, Sainkho Namtchylak and the Kronos Quartett. 

As a specialist on the historical harp she plays as a soloist and as a continuo player with various ensembles: Il Giardino Armonico, Accademia Bizantina, Europa Galante, the Balthasar-Neumann-Ensemble, the Akademie für Alte Musik Berlin and Concerto Köln. She has performed at the Salzburger Festspiele, Covent Garden, the Theater an der Wien, the Operá Garnier Paris, the Bayrische Staatsoper and the Teatro alla Scala Milan. Her renowned chamber music partners include lutenist Luca Pianca, violinists Enrico Onofri, Dmitry Sinkovsky and Riccardo Minasi, recorder player Stefan Temmingh, viola da gamba player Vittorio Ghielmi and soprano Roberta Invernizzi. 
Regularly Margret Koell has participated in CD productions and tours, e.g. with Cecilia Bartoli or Magdalena Kozena. Her solo CD “L’arpa di Parthenope” with early baroque music from Naples was released in 2014.
www.margretkoell.com

In 2000, Wiebke Weidanz (harpsichord) was the winner of the first price at the renowned Johann Sebastian Bach competition in Leipzig. Since then, she has been playing at international festivals throughout Europe but also in New York, Japan and China. 
Both, as a soloist and as a continuo player, Wiebke Weidanz is a regular guest performer with the leading German baroque orchestras, such as the Freiburger Barockorchester, the Akademie für Alte Musik Berlin and Concerto Köln. For many years she has been working as musical assistant with René Jacobs for international opera productions in Berlin, Vienna, Amsterdam, Brussels and Aix-en-Provence. Wiebke Weidanz has participated in numerous CD recordings and TV productions. 
Until 2003, she was a lecturer at the University of Leipzig and, until 2009, at the University of Frankfurt. Since the summer semester 2014 she is teaching as a professor for harpsichord at the College of Music of Nuremberg.
Domen Marinčič (viola da gamba & baroque cello) was born in Slovenia. He studied the viola da gamba with Hartwig Groth in Nuremberg and with Philippe Pierlot in Trossingen. In parallel he studied the harpsichord with Carsten Lohff and subsequently finished post-graduate studies in thorough bass with Alberto Rinaldi. He received the highest award at the first International Bach-Abel Competition in Cöthen in 1997. He was, for many years, a member of the Belgian ensemble Ricercar Consort and is a founding member of the Ensemble Phoenix Munich.
He has performed Europe-wide at renowned festivals (Bruges, Brussels, Gent, Namur, Liège, Dijon, Paris, Saintes, Copenhagen, Vantaa, Innsbruck, Lausanne, Luzern, Munich, Schleswig-Holstein, Valencia, Gijón, Pisa, Prague, Brno, Bratislava, Varaždin, Brežice, Maribor). He is co-founder of the Slovenian Early Music ensemble musica cubicularis and of Harmonia Aniqua Labacensis, an international ensemble lead by Manfredo Kraemer. Domen Marinčič has participated in numerous CD recordings for international labels. From 2005-2009 he taught at the Department of Musicology of the University of Ljubljana. For performances and editions he has reconstructed the missing parts of many 17th and 18thcentury compositions.
Rolf Lislevand (lute & baroque guitar) was born in Oslo. There, he studied the classical guitar and entered the Schola Cantorum Basiliensis in Switzerland in 1984. He took his degree in 1987, under the guidance of Hopkinson Smith and Eugène Dombois. 
Since 1987, he is living in Verona and founded the Ensemble Kapsberger in order to present a new artistic conception of Italian instrumental music from the 17th century. Since 1993 his recordings with this group or as a soloist have been released with the label Auvidis/Naïve. His CD with the works of Kapsberger won the Diapason d’Or of the year 1994. His interpretations and recordings of Gaspar Sanz, and other composers neglected today, have given new impetus to a whole generation of instrumentalists. 
In parallel, he realised his own vision of the lute solo repertoire and established himself as one of the foremost lutenists of our time, a status confirmed by unanimous critical acclaim and many record awards. He plays with musicians such as Jordi Savall and his ensembles Hespèrion XX, La Capella Reial de Catalunya and Le Concert des Nations and collaborates with artists from a wide variety of musical horizons - baroque orchestras (as conductor), jazz and flamenco musicians, and various popular ensembles. He currently appears as a soloist and directs his ensemble at numerous festivals in Europe, the US and Asia.
Since 1993 Rolf Lislevand has been teaching as a professor at the Staatliche Hochschule für Musik in Trossingen (Germany).
Axel Wolf (lute) is regarded as one of the leading figures in his field. His musical activites cover the entire spectrum from solo recitals and chamber music to the orchestra pit.
He completed his guitar and lute studies with Hans Michael Koch. In addition to master classes with Nigel North and Hopkinson Smith, he continued his studies with Rolf Lislevand. From 1986-2003, he was a lecturer at the College of Music in Hannover.

Axel Wolf performs at international festivals such as in Bruges, Utrecht, Edinburgh, Tokyo or New York, both as a soloist or member of ensembles including Musica Fiata (Cologne), the Freiburger Barockorchester, the United Conitnuo Ensemble, the Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment or The English Concert London. He has been a regular guest at the Bavarian State Opera in Munich since 2000, performing under the direction of Ivor Bolton, Harry Bicket and Christopher Moulds. 
He has worked with conductors such as Peter Schreier, Alan Curtis, Paul McCreesh and Joshua Rifkin in opera, concert and CD productions. In addition to numerous recordings as a continuo player, he has released four solo recordings: “Opera for Lute” with baroque arias for solo lute by Johann Adolf Hasse, “Johann Sebastian Bach: Works for Lute” and “Chiaccona” with works for lute and chitarrone by Alessandro Piccinini. Axel Wolf’s latest CD “Friends of the Lute” focuses on the ingenious works for lute by Silvius Leopold Weiss and was released in 2014.

www.laute.net
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